
 

 

 

Newsletter 
Issue 84 April 2023 
Message from The Revd Loraine N Mellor, Superintendent Minister 
Dear friends and Colleagues, This year April brings with it the walk to the cross and then the joy of resurrection Sunday the day 

that changed the world. It’s one of my favourite days of the year to lead worship. We should come 
excited, we should come to worship expectant, we should come to worship ready to worship a risen 
Lord and to experience the joy of the occasion, the most special of days in our church year. We are alive 
today as we experience eternal life because of what God did in Jesus Christ his son. God is so powerful, 
so mighty, he is able to raise his son from the dead. 

On Easter Sunday when we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection, I am reminded that no event in history has 
shaped the world like the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Can we even in all that is happing in our 

world, can we proclaim hope, the hope of Jesus’ resurrection. We might want to ask the question ‘How can we proclaim that 
hope when so many awful things are happening in our world and around us?’ 

In Winnie the Pooh, Pooh and Piglet take an evening walk. For a long time, they walk in silence, 
silence like only best friends can share. Finally, Piglet breaks the silence and asks, "When you 
wake up in the morning, Pooh, what's the first thing you say to yourself?" "What's for 
breakfast?" answers Pooh and then asks. "And what do you say, Piglet?" Piglet says, "I say, I 
wonder what exciting thing is going to happen today?" You and I can't really plan to meet the 
Risen Christ because we never really know when or where He's going to show up. But you can 
be sure of this, He will show up. If you believe, He will show up. And the attitude you need to 
meet him on resurrection Sunday is the attitude of Piglet, "I wonder what exciting thing is going 
to happen today?" 

If we had any doubts at all that Jesus really was God’s Son they are now smashed by the sheer audacity of the resurrection. Our 
view of Jesus must change as we worship a risen Saviour. This Jesus is still the healing miracle maker, the teacher, healer, 
shepherd, friend, light of the world, and he remains our hope, he is the good news, because Jesus died and was raised from the 
dead we too can experience eternal life. How exciting is that! So in the midst of our world today, of fear, concern, loneliness, 
isolation, homelessness, food poverty, rising cost of living, fuel crisis, we hold fast to the facts, Jesus is alive and in every situation 
we find ourselves he is there close to us, reassuring us, loving us, caring for us, why because he is the Lord of the resurrection. 

Have a blessed Easter, with love and prayers, 

Loraine   _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello again! 

As we celebrate another Easter, with spring buds burgeoning and spring flowers blooming and we anticipate the promise that 
longer daylight hours and warmer temperatures brings, we have a theme this month of growth and renewal. We are told about 
exciting times at Millpool as they emerged from Covid lockdown to a developing mission (enhanced by a new kitchen!) The 
Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler, the Secretary of the Methodist Conference tells us that ‘a tiny light can be all that is needed to open 
the way to a different future’. Revd Mo and Revd Gwen give us their take on different ways to encounter God while the 
Methodist blog suggests different ways of approaching worship and mission at a time when a number of chapels in our circuit 
are declining and exploring their ‘future story’. An article from the Church Times explores the importance of music in the mission 
of a church telling us that: ‘Music shapes the mission of the Church: who it attracts and who it repels’. 

Angleena Keizer the Methodist Church’s Mission Partner in the Holy Land tells us about the ordination of the first Palestinian 
female Christian Pastor in the Holy Land whom Tracey met recently while in Palestine and as it’s Easter we conclude with an 
imagined article from the Jerusalem Daily Mail as Myra Williams reflects on Jesus’ Palm Sunday entry into Jerusalem told in 
Matthew 21 v 1 – 11.  

Happy Easter! 
Take care and keep safe,  
John & Tracey 
office@bpwcircuit.org.uk 
j.tilling@btopenworld.com 
traceycollins360@icloud.com  

BPW Methodist Circuit 
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Spotlight on Millpool 
Millpool Methodist Church, where are we? Only ten minutes from Bodmin, just off the A30 on the edge of Bodmin Moor. What's 

the image in your mind? A sleepy little old-fashioned church perhaps? Well, 
that's not us! We're anything but sleepy or old fashioned, although we do 
proudly believe we retain some good old fashioned Cornish welcome and charm! 

Choir practice during Covid, well that was something else! We Zoomed! A 
completely unknown phenomenon, we didn't even realise you couldn't all sing 
together, we struck up with confidence "Three Blind Mice", you've never heard 
such a row, we sounded more like a Cat's Choir! But being good "moorlanders" 
we didn't give in! We quickly found the mute button and realised we had to sing 
to ourselves or any unfortunate being within hearing! We persevered and learnt 
Tears in Heaven and even made a video of this. We returned to choir practice as 

soon as the green light was given, armed with masks, sanitiser and social distancing relocating to the chapel from the 
Community Room as it was higher and supposedly 
safer! The Millpool Chorale is a group of about 
twenty ladies who have given many concerts over 
the past 30 plus years, the most recent being a 
concert at Mount, a neighbouring village, on Good 
Friday.  

Our Zoom Sunday evening Quiz was another 
highlight of the week and meant people still saw 
each other's happy smiling faces! We improved our 
local knowledge too, all forgotten now I'm sure! 
Covid was a tricky time but we opened up as soon as 
we were allowed, although appreciating the online 
resources, we were so pleased to get back to having 
our Church Services again, we're a sociable bunch! Like every group we never quite returned to "normal" but we're still going 
strong. We are so grateful to all those who put their offering on Standing Order as this allowed us to be financially viable 
throughout Covid. Yes, sadly we have lost our Pilates Class and our Little Robins Parent and Baby Group. Have we returned to 
what we were? Well, we're getting there! 

Our regular groups in our very own warm space i.e. Coffee 
Morning, Book Club, Crafternoon, Kidz Club on first Sunday of the 
month and the Millpool Chorale are enjoyed by many. We 
finished 2022 with Millpool's Christmas Party! A very lively event 
with about 50 people and many children having a wild time! We 
played games, Pass the Parcel and I'm going to say it "Little Willy" 
which has always been such fun and a great tradition. We moved 
the chairs, we had a small set of disco lights and Christmas Music 
and of course a fabulous buffet and wow did we have some wild 
kids, having the time of their life! The adults weren't far behind! 
Since Christmas we've held a Quiz and a Games (Card and Board 
Games) afternoon, after which one child was heard to say "that 
was a very lovely afternoon"! A little appreciation makes all the 
effort worthwhile! 1 

Over Christmas and New Year we helped many charities. Our 
Christmas Card fund raised £80 for Action for Children, we raised 
funds and donated £350 to Shelterbox and £325.00 to the Turkey 
and Syria Earthquake Disaster Fund. Our Coffee Morning at the 
end of March is for Cornwall Air Ambulance and then the big One! 

MILLPOOL'S BIG BREAKFAST on 22nd April, that's for our funds. So hopefully we will have some kind donations to help us 
through the year. We wish we could do everything free of charge but we need to pay our Assessment somehow!  

We don't worship our building but we do care for it to the best of our ability. We are now replacing our kitchen for which we 
paid £1 over thirty years ago. A household in the village offered it to us for a £1 as the man of the house never gave anything 
away! A strange philosophy perhaps, but his philosophy not ours and at least we had a reasonably priced kitchen. We have 

 
1 Note that the photo is included with full permission of the parents 



worked this kitchen long and hard over the years so it really was time to do something about it! To cut a long story short, 
Howdens rang John to ask if they could quote him for a kitchen, Millpool Community 
Room was mentioned and within the week a visit was agreed. The story of the last 
kitchen was told, obviously they couldn't do it for a £1 but have given us an approx 
80% discount! Too good an offer to miss, but we had to act quickly, for obvious 
reasons! No dallying around, no fussing over colours but be grateful for what we were 
given. After all you will never find 20 people who like the same thing, and does it really 
matter! Of course it doesn't just stop with buying the units, but John said he was 
happy to do this work for us, a fully indentured tradesman! Thankfully now mainly 
because of his hard work and dedication we have a kitchen to be proud of!  

Over the years our members have all dedicated much time and energy to Millpool 
Methodist Church, for which we are very grateful. Alongside this members have, for 
example, organised the Cardinham Helpline to help Parishioners and monthly lunch 
to fund this and to this day are still regularly cooking and committee members. 
Friend's of St Petroc's Homeless Charity (Bodmin Group) was also set up by a member 
of our Chapel, with others as Committee Members, although sadly housing people is 
difficult at the moment because of the shortage of affordable properties, other 
members are actively working within the surrounding villages where they live.  

Hope you enjoyed this snapshot of life at our Church! We would be very pleased to welcome you at a service or one of our 
events, if you are ever in the area. Yes, we always wish we had a few more people attending our events, a few more workers, 
but we are doing our best to show and share the love of God both to the people around us locally, to folks around Cornwall and 
the World!  Contributed by Shirley Doran 

P.S. Where are the £1 units now? Freely given for garage storage somewhere! 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

God’s Light in our Darkness 

This story from Millpool brought to mind a recent short article in The Methodist Church’s Connexion 
magazine by the Revd Dr Jonathan Hustler who says: ‘As Methodists, we don’t accept the ills of the world, 
but kindle a flame to light the way to God.’ 

Recently, we had a series of power outages in our house. As I stumbled out of bed half-awake for the fourth 
time in one night, I found the torch’s batteries were failing. Nevertheless, even this very dim light was 
enough to enable me to see and to move. Sometimes, a tiny light can be all that is needed to open the way 
to a different future. Around the time that I was ordained The Methodist Prayer Handbook included a saying 
from the Indian theologian and poet Samuel Rayan: “A candle-light is a protest at midnight; it is a non-

conformist; it says to the darkness ‘I beg to differ’.” Those words have stayed with me for the three decades I have been 
ministering in the Methodist Church. They powerfully express what we are called to do and to be. Against forbidding and all-
encompassing darkness, a candle light might seem small and fragile, but it is transformative.  
I beg to differ: In the UK now, Methodist communities are a small proportion of the local population but are transformative as 
the tiny light that says “I beg to differ”. Circuits that offer a welcome to refugees kindle a flame in a culture of suspicion and beg 
to differ. Those who represent us in global contexts kindle a flame in the darkness of rising nationalism and beg to differ. Schools 
whose staff go beyond the call of duty to support children in deprived areas kindle a flame in the prevailing narrow and 
competitive view of education and beg to differ. Methodists who work for reconciliation kindle a flame where division is 
endemic and beg to differ. Churches with food banks or warm spaces kindle a flame in the darkness of poverty and inequality 
and beg to differ. We do these things because a Palestinian Jew with a dying prayer that his enemies might be forgiven kindled 
a flame in the darkness of hatred. Our stories are part of his godly non-conformity. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What Happened to Shane? 
Over the past 12 months, with the help of Netflix, Robin and I somehow found the time to watch a few old 
‘classic’ films.  
We watched an American Western a couple of months ago called ‘Shane’. This is not my type of film, but 
Robin was keen. In the blurb it said, “a mysterious gunslinger named Shane arrives in a small Wyoming 
town.” Definitely not my kind of film! Despite my reservations, I actually really enjoyed it! 
The film was about a bitter community conflict between a ruthless and murderous cattleman (and his hired 
men) and the hardworking local settlers. Seeking to give up his ‘gunslinging’ ways, Shane accepts a job 

working for one of the farmers. During his stay, he grows close to the farmer’s young son Joey, who idolises Shane. 



In the end, in order to protect his newfound friends, Shane is forced into a gunfight. Although he kills the evil villains terrorising 
the town, he gets wounded in the process. In the final scene, as he mounts his horse and rides away from the small town, Joey 
cries out, “Shane! Come back!” But Shane ignores Joey’s emotional appeal and rides away. Which raises the question - what 
happened to Shane? The film doesn’t resolve that question. I interpreted it that he had only been slightly wounded and left to 
start a new life elsewhere. But Robin thought he must have died.  
“We see through a glass darkly” - which, of course, is true of just about everything. Few things in life are absolute, certain, and 
unambiguous. Total black-and-white clarity, while common in many old Westerns, is rare in real life, including faith. Although 
some religious leaders proclaim cocksure, absolutist, and certain faith, that has never been my experience. One of the primary 
reasons I could never be a part of black and white religion is because it offers too many answers, asks too few questions, and 
tends to disapprove of those who do. 
A lot of religious people want faith to be absolute, with no uncertainties and no ambiguities, like a mathematical formula. But 
for large numbers of people, including me, that kind of absolutist religion is not attractive, possible, or healthy. The fact is, we 
are not God. We do not know everything. As the apostle Paul once said, “We see through a glass darkly”. As one wise believer 
once said, “The opposite of faith is not doubt but certainty.”  
Which brings me back to Shane. The film ends with young Joey crying out, “Shane! Come back!” Like Joey, many people in 
today’s volatile world want absolute, certain, black-and-white, simple, unquestioning, “old-time religion” to come back. But it 
will not. Instead, mature believers in the twenty-first century, I think, must learn to embrace a large amount of theological and 
spiritual ambiguity. When I began to do this, I discovered a far richer, more honest, and more authentic faith than I ever knew 
before. 
Shalom! 
Mo 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Progressive Christianity Cornwall Group 
Well, we are really getting into the swing of things now and there has been lots of interest from around the 
county from people thinking about joining our group. The local group (which meets on the second Tuesday of 
the month at Fraddon Village Hall) is open to anyone, not just PCN members, who can relate to the eight points 
(soon to be retracted to five, apparently): 
We are people who: 

1. Seek God, however understood, guided by the life and teachings of Jesus 
2. Affirm that there are many ways to experience the Sacred and that we can draw on diverse sources of wisdom on our 

spiritual journeys. 
3. Recognise that following Jesus leads us to act with compassion and to confront evil. 
4. Place hospitality at the centre of our communal and worshipping life and see the sharing of bread and wine as the 

expression of our common humanity. 
5. Seek to build communities that accept all who wish to share companionship without insisting on conformity. 
6. Know that the way we behave towards others is the fullest expression of our faith. 
7. Gain more insights in the search for understanding than we do in certainty. 
8. Work together within and beyond the Church to achieve a just, peaceful and sustainable world. 

As a Trustee, I was given the brief some time ago, to share my thoughts about what it means to me to be a member of PCN, to 
be included in a special edition of our magazine Progressive Voices that was to be distributed at Greenbelt last summer. At the 
time I wondered if I would ever have the time to set my thoughts to paper as I had all sorts of family concerns (No -not Mo and 
the twins!!!) and other commitments that demanded my time and energy that I was fearful that I might not be able to share 
anything at all. However, it was just an encouraging email from a PCN colleague, and a couple of phone calls from local PCN 
members that bought it home to me just how important to me PCN is. 
Until then I would probably have focused on the freedom I have found through PCN to be honest to myself and others about 
the orthodoxy I have relinquished, the impossible things I no longer believe, the embracing of new concepts and ideas, and the 
opportunity to ask questions without necessarily getting any answers. 
I still do focus on these things, which of course are covered by the first two, and the seventh and eighth points of PCN. Seeking 
God through the lens of Jesus is key to identifying as a Christian but moving on from that I recognise that Jesus has been my 
gateway to God largely because of the culture I was born into, and it would be arrogant to imply that there aren’t a myriad of 
ways of experiencing the divine. Having abandoned orthodoxy and the emphasis on belief, and embraced the eight points of 
PCN which emphasise how we live and behave towards others, and our responsibility in helping to build a better world not only 
for our children and grandchildren but for the here and now, it has brought home to me just how much more difficult that is 
than simply believing. Indeed Rev Loraine emphasised the importance of what we do and how we live, in last month’s 
newsletter. 



Earlier I said I would once have focused on these things, and indeed I still want to do that. But I also want to add to it the 
friendship I have experienced through my membership of PCN, both at a local and a national level. It isn’t just a forum for 
theological debate and to exchange ideas. Instead it is, for me, a community, a community where we share companionship 
without insisting on conformity. And of course the Methodist Church also does just that! I, and others like me, are delighted 
that the Methodist Church is, indeed, a broad church, and is able to embrace both orthodox evangelical Christians as well as 
those who would term themselves as liberals and even progressive, and we are all welcomed and affirmed in equal measure. 
The next meeting of the Cornwall Group is on 18th April (not the 11th because of Easter) when we will be discussing ‘What do 
we understand by the Resurrection?’ 
Do join us if you think this may be for you. 
Blessings, 
Rev Gwen 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Merging Churches to Further the Mission of God 

Many circuits – perhaps most – are grappling with questions around the long-term sustainability of their smaller churches. With 
the minimum size of a Local Church now twelve, more churches are faced with making discernments about their future: whether 
and how to merge with another church or churches, and what will happen to their buildings if they do. There is clear guidance 
in place for the legal process of bringing two or more churches together to become a multi-site Local Church, but how should 
circuits go about approaching these decisions? And what might a multi-site Local Church look like? 
Conversations with lay and ordained leaders who have already gone on this journey with their churches have revealed a number 
of key principles. 
Start with the mission of God 

The Methodist Church is committed to being a growing, evangelistic, inclusive, 
justice-seeking Church – so that new people become disciples of Jesus Christ, 
faith deepens for everyone, and diverse communities and churches experience 
transformation. 
This is how we understand God’s mission through the Methodist Church in 
Britain. A minister who helped two churches to merge explains that 
conversations began by asking one another, “Is God doing something new here? 
And how can we join in with it?” As a result, people started to say, “We can do it 
if we do it together”. Their sense was that merging was something God was 
asking them to do – rather than something they felt they had to do out of necessity – so that God might do new things through 
them. 
Another minister of a multi-site church explains: “If we’re just [merging churches] 
to resolve the governance issues, we’re not freeing people to be who they need 
to be” – that is, able to offer their gifts in God’s mission, unconstrained by 
governance structures that are holding them back. 
Relationships are key 

Different churches in the same circuit often don’t know one another well. When 
they have the opportunity to meet together – whether that’s by worshipping 
together on Zoom, meeting for worship in each other’s buildings, or sharing a 
barbecue – relationships are nurtured. These relationships make merging 
together seem a positive way forward rather than an unfortunate necessity. 
Differences become less important, working together becomes possible, even appealing, and future changes, such as the loss 
of a building, are less daunting.  
Leave buildings till last 

People who have led conversations about a merger advise against talking about 
buildings too soon. Emotional attachments to buildings and fear of losing them 
can prevent people from engaging positively with circuit mission planning. Once 
relationships have been built and a vision from God has been discerned, people 
are likely to be more flexible and open-minded about options for church 
buildings. 

Be radical 

Leslie Newton, Chair of the Yorkshire North and East District, urges circuits to be 
radical: ‘How many local churches do you really actually need, from a trustee point of view? Start with one – being circuit-wide 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/governance/guidance-on-church-mergers-and-amalgamations/
https://www.methodist.org.uk/for-churches/governance/guidance-on-church-mergers-and-amalgamations/


– and justify, from a missional point of view, why you really think you need more.’ Circuits are encouraged not to tinker with 
governance arrangements, but to go ahead and create the structure that will best enable mission to take place. 

If you’re starting to thinking about the future of your small church or churches, you can find guidance for circuit mission 
planning, including a consideration of different models of merger, at www.methodist.org.uk/mergeformission. On these 
webpages you will also find stories from Methodist churches and circuits that are already on this journey, and a list of different 
ways of accessing support as you make these discernments.  The Methodist Blog 3/4/23 

Music and Mission - ‘A Secret Chord’ 

In the meantime, a number of chapels in our circuit are currently exploring ‘mission’. Methodism is famous for its musical 
tradition, in particular, its hymns, following the legacy of the Wesley’s and this is one of the things that chapels can rightly 
highlight in their mission statements. The Church of England also places much emphasis on music and this article by Pat Ashworth 
from the Church Times describes a choir in the lead up to Easter. 
Music shapes the mission of the Church: who it attracts and who it repels, the Revd Dr Stephen Hance, who is the Church of 

England’s national lead for evangelism, told the 
annual Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) online 
conference. “Music is a way to the divine”, he said. 
In a keynote speech entitled “The Secret Chord”, Dr 
Hance reflected on the power of Leonard Cohen’s 
“Hallelujah” to touch people from many faith 
backgrounds and none. The connections between 
music, faith, and mission had always been integral, 
he said. “Music and mission are a kind of ‘secret 
chord’ which when combined can be extremely 
powerful, drawing us to God through music. 
“As a way to encounter God, it puts us all on a level 
playing field. It gently erases the boundary markers 
between those perceived to be ‘in’ and ‘out’.” 
Cohen’s song had “a depth that made many of our 

songs seem trite. The music touches us at a level that words rarely do.” The Church existed to be in every place for every person, 
and was concerned, not only to offer songs of worship to God, but to enable others to do the same, Dr Hance said. Music was 
also a crucial tool to attract a younger and more diverse congregation. Music was intrinsic to every culture. “If we want to reach 
some uninterested cultural group, we will have to have some different music. We must ask what music will help and what will 
hinder, explicitly recognising that no one style fits all.” 
A new approach was needed, he suggested, from embracing “the best choral worship we can offer” to “the most chaotic singing 
in the toddler group. . . Most of all, it’s not about the music at all, it’s about God. The secret chord is music and mission, putting 
God at the centre of it all.” Quality did matter, he said. “The intent matters as much as the execution, of course. But our ambition 
should always be to give of our best. God deserves our best. Beautiful music, however simple, can draw people into God’s 
presence. We need to start speaking to people about choirs in a way that is formative, about people on a faith journey.” 
Church and cathedral choirs were masterful at enabling personal and spiritual growth, Dr Hance said, referring to a 
transformation at St Leonard’s, Streatham, “in an unglamorous bit of South London: a thoroughly ordinary inner urban church, 
a little bit Evangelical but not much. . . a little bit Catholic, but not much. . . a diverse congregation. 
“This church had dwindled in attendance over five years, but we’ve invested in doing what we do as well as we can do it 
especially in music and liturgy.” Via intensive networking, the church had built up a full choir and children’s choir: “an investment 
enabling people to give more than they thought possible.” 
Music and mission was about variety and accessibility in today’s fragmented and diverse culture, he said, but this was not an 
argument for “dumbing-down” or advocating “blended worship”, of “trying to tick the boxes for all people. We should be 
investing in developing every style that connects with the significant numbers of people in our nation today.” Dr Hance urged 
any church or benefice to “Do something. Do what your resources and context allow for. Perhaps find space for one other kind 
of expression of music, maybe a monthly Taizé service. Do one thing. It’s a massive challenge for the whole Church.” 
Jonathan Robinson, a former resident at Iona Abbey, and a specialist in congregational singing, spoke of the power of music to 
rejuvenate the worship of a church. Congregational music was one way to unite and affirm, he said, suggesting that, “They’ll 
never sing that. . .” had been said of every introduction of a new setting for an old hymn. But the process of learning new things 
could be made as acceptable. 
“Singing someone else’s song helps us to connect with them,” he suggested, likening the context to the communality that was 
created when a train broke down and passengers who had previous avoided contact had begun to talk, “and even shared their 
sandwiches.” The church community was characterised by singleness of heart in seeking God’s approval. 

The choir of Gloucester Cathedral prepare for Holy Week and Easter 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/mergeformission


“Introducing a new repertoire puts everyone in the same boat,” he said, emphasising the profitability of learning it before a 
gathering begins and offering many simple techniques for how best to do so. The impetus for learning a new song might be 
when a new Sunday is included in the liturgical calendar, or someone has returned from a summer camp passionate to see a 
new song adopted by the leadership, he said. 
“Leaders and musicians must work together and love the people they’re serving,” he said. A repertoire list would always be 
intentionally balanced, “fuzzy at the edges, capable of resourcing a congregation. . . Believe in the song you are teaching. There 
is common purpose in striving together.” 
Dr Andy Thomas, who has built a choir at the diverse church of St John’s, Waterloo, described church music as not only about 
the faith of people hearing it, but of those making it, in a session about developing the faith of a choir or music group. 
“We can strengthen the links between choir and congregation, not just in the text we sing. To sing in harmony, you have to 
listen to others,” he reflected. “Your part only makes sense in relation to others. There is something of obedience to the people 
around you, to the music that enables you to sing in harmony and relates to believing and faith. It is a visual glimpse of Thy 
Kingdom Come.” 
He recommended the Sunday by Sunday RSCM resource of short notes and commentary on the Bible readings. “Mass begins 
before you leave home on Sunday,” he said, emphasising the importance of the leader’s own prayer life in engaging the people 
they were leading. 
He concluded that “getting to know the congregation as best we can and what helps them to connect with worship” was a good 
first step, citing the many different nationalities in the St John’s choir and a request from some from Sierra Leone: “Can we sing 
in Creole?” 
The choir was part of the gathered assembly, he said. 
“This is not a musical hierarchy. It is more than just a microcosm of the whole congregation. There is no ‘us’ and ‘them’.” 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ordination of Revd Sally Azar 
Angleena Keizer the Methodist Church’s Mission Partner in the Holy Land tells us about the ordination of the first Palestinian 
female Christian Pastor in the Holy Land. This was an event to which our new Superintendent Minister, the Revd Nichola Jones 
had been invited. She and Tracey were with a group in Palestine recently and while they were walking in the West Bank they 
had the pleasure of a chance meeting with Sally Azar. 
Angleena writes: 
The ‘Living Christianity in the Holy Land’ group that visits yearly during Christian Unity Week of Prayer is co-led by the Methodist 
Liaison Office staff and the Rev John Howard. We had the opportunity to not only visit the holy sites and meet Christians, 

Muslims and Jews but also attend a 
variety of Church services. We were 
thrilled to be invited to attend and 
witness one of the most historic and 
significant services on the 22nd January 
of the ordination of the first 
Palestinian female Christian Pastor in 
the Holy Land, the Revd Sally Azar. 
Sally was ordained at the Church of 
Redeemer, an Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in the Old City of Jerusalem, by 
her Father, Bishop Sami Azar. The 
procession of local and international 
clergy from around the world was led 

by Sally and the sounds of the Scout band. The church was packed with local and international guests, including 120 Bishops, of 
whom a high percentage were women. 
Bishop Azar shared that “he was very excited seeing the excitement of other people” and that “it was an indescribable feeling 
to take this step with the support of the church”. He hoped other women would be inspired in different denominations in the 
Holy Land to join them, although recognising it could take a long time. He shared he was excited at the possibilities of change 
in Palestine a Patriarchal society. Sally became one of five women ordained in the Middle East, across all denominations; there 
being one in Syria and three in Lebanon according to the Middle East Council of Churches.  
We were greatly blessed to be able to join Revd Sally Azar and her family at this special moment in her, her family and church 
community lives. We offered on behalf of the Methodist Church congratulations and our continued prayers for Revd Sally Azar’s 
ministry and step of faith. 
Image copyright the Lutheran Church 



Matthew 21 v 1 - 11 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of 
you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a 
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3 If 
anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4 This took 
place to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, 
    humble and mounted on a donkey, 
        and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed 
them; 7 they brought the donkey and the colt and put 
their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8 A very large 
crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 
branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that 
followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in 
turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, 
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Following this reading Myra Williams imagines a report in 
the fictional Jerusalem Daily Mail: 

Jerusalem Daily mail 
Has the Messiah come? 

By Joshua Ben Tobias, Southeast Gate Correspondent 

There was great excitement today as a crowd of visitors 
were entering the city in preparation for the Passover. A 
man from the north appeared on a donkey with a small 
crowd following him and the crowd went wild. They cut 
down palm branches and began to shout ‘Hosanna to the 
Son of David’ and they threw their cloaks down before the 
donkey. It was like a scene from history, when the 
Maccabees brothers restored the Temple. Then they 
celebrated with palm leaves and songs, looking forward to 
Israel being restored in all its glory. 
I have never seen such excitement before from a crowd. It 
was amazing to see children and adults react to this man. I 
asked some in the crowd who this man was and they said 
he was the prophet Jesus from Nazareth. This man has had 
the whole of Galilee in uproar. He has gathered crowds of 
thousands to listen to his teaching. They say he has 
performed miracles like those performed by Elijah or Elisha. 
If you thought the reaction to John the Baptist was hyped 
up, you would have hated this scene. The reaction to his 
entry into Jerusalem was at a new level. 
The crowd wandered away expecting him to lead an army 
against the Romans. He was declared to be the Messiah we 
had been waiting for. The one who would rid us of our 

oppressors and restore the land to our leaders. ‘We have 
been waiting centuries for this’ one man told me. ‘Now it is 
going to happen. Zechariah’s prophecy has come true. The 
Messiah has come riding on a donkey as he said it would.’ 
They all expect to receive a call to arms any day. 
I went to the Temple to talk to the scribes there and they 
confirmed the prophecy about the Messiah entering 
Jerusalem on a donkey. But they said this man was only a 
carpenter from Nazareth, how could he be the Messiah. 
The Messiah was to be a descendent of David and come 
from Bethlehem. This man came from Galilee and was a 
troublemaker not the Messiah. They said that there could 
be an arrest warrant pending against this man. 
When you see the crowds shout out in expectation and 
praise in the way I witnessed it today, you wonder if the 
scribes have got it right. This man is respected and followed 
by so many in Galilee and around Jerusalem that I wonder 
if the scribes are mistaken.  
Note from the editor: Please write into the Jerusalem Daily 
Mail with your opinion about this man. Is he the expected 
Messiah or not? 

Myra Williams 
Palm Sunday  

__________________________ 
Links 

Cost of Living:  
• Cornwall Council cost of living page 

Mental Health: 
• call the Samaritans on 116 123; 
• mind.org.uk/coronavirus; 
• mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus. 

Singing the Faith Plus website link:  
• www.methodist.org.uk/  

Tubestation: 
• www.tubestation.org 

 

https://cornwall.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=81f0f5b15cc407aa5b5f9b50a&id=447be8285b&e=aaa3045009
https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-your-wellbeing
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/coronavirus
http://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/about-singing-the-faith-plus/
http://www.tubestation.org/

